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“Open to me the doors of repentance, O Giver of Life. As we worship
in Your temple this morning, teach us how to purify

the temple of our bodies, and in Your compassion,

purify me by the goodness of your mercies.”

Matins, Sunday of Publican and Pharisee

With these words, we are invited to embark on the Lenten pilgrimage. The doors of repentance are opening! The
Great Lent is beginning! Every year Great Lent is repeated, and each time it brings us great benefit if we as individuals, our
families and church community entrust ourselves to start this journey. It is a preparation for the life to come and, more
immediately, a preparation for the Bright Resurrection. Repentance for us as individuals is the conscious transformation
of our hearts, our minds, and the very essence of our lives. This is at the heart of the Great Lent.

Through this Lenten pilgrimage, we begin our preparation for the glorious feast of the Resurrection of Our Lord.
Daily we acknowledge our need to repent as we recite the Lenten prayer of Saint Ephrem of Syria. “Yes, O Lord and King,
let me see my own sins and not judge my brothers and sisters for you are blessed for ever and ever. Amen.” We pray
acknowledging that it is only when we enter the “wilderness of the desert of our heart” and focus inward that we take the
first step on the road to repentance and the journey to and beyond the empty tomb on the day of Pascha.

During the Lenten days, we are offered the opportunity to seek release from those things we have allowed, often
unconsciously, to hold us captive, yet which in and of themselves have no real power over us. Now, during the forty days,
we are challenged to do away with our passions, our preoccupations, our pride, our jealousy and anger. Now, we are
assured that the doors of repentance are opened to those who knock.

Now, during the Lenten journey our prayer, fasting and almsgiving have the power to transform our lives and the
lives of those around us. Repentance, however, must never be regarded as our spiritual activities that prepare us only for
the feast of Pascha. Repentance stands at the very heart of our spiritual lives. Repentance is our ongoing, continuing and
daily pursuit.

We enter this Lenten journey as individuals, but we are not alone, at the same time we enter this pilgrimage with
our families and our church community. Together we stand at the doors of repentance. Together, we knock and implore
the Giver of Life to lead us from the desert of our life into the joy of being with God.



On this journey with our eyes opened, and our hearts free to follow Christ, we will be able to see in the new light
people around us. We will be able to listen attentively to those in need, those who are less fortunate than us in our
community. We will be able to live our Christian vocation to preach the Good News of Christ, to be missionaries and
missionary community, a welcoming and hospitable community both for its faithful and for strangers. We can manifest
this spirit of service toward those who are closest to us - our brothers and sisters, mothers and fathers, fellow
parishioners, and even to total strangers, whom we meet for the first time. We should remember that in our midst there
are many, who have left the Church for a variety of reasons, or they do not attend simply because no one has ever said to
them: “Come and see!” (John 1:46).

Great Lent is a perfect time to strive to live for our church community in unity, a community that is resplendent
with evangelical joy and godly life. Our spiritual life will be a sign of God’s presence in the world, through our prayer and
our service to others, we will proclaim the Good News. This Lenten journey allows us to touch all aspects of our inner life,
our church community and in a broader sense encompasses the fullness of Christian life. Let us be not afraid with joy to
enter this Lenten pilgrimage, so on the Great Monday of Holy Week we can with a renewed spirit and sincere heart sing: “I
see your bridal chamber completely engulfed with light, O my Savior, and | do not have a wedding garment to enter and
enjoy Your brightness, fill the garment of my soul with light, and save me, O Lord, save me.” Exapostilarion, Matins of
Great Monday.

May God bless our Lenten pilgrimage toward the glorious Feast of the Resurrection!
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NACTUPCBLKE NMOC/IAHHSA IEPAPXIB YKPAIHCbKOT KATONULbKOT LLEPKBU B CMTO/IYYEHUX LUTATAX
AMEPUKU HA BEJIMKWIA NICT BCEYECHILLOMY AYXOBEHCTBY, MPENOA0OBEHOMY MOHALLECTBY, CEMIHAPUCTAM,
HALLUXUM JOPOTMM BIPHUM

“BiuMHMU MeHi ABepi NoKasaHHsA, UTTELABYE, - MOIUTLCA 3PaHKY AyX Mild
y CBATIM TBOIM Xpami, 60 BCA MOA TiNeCHa XpaM1MHa OCKBEPHEHa;

ane ™, LLleapuid, 04MCTU MEHE CBOEID IaCKaBoo MuUAicTio.”

Heodina Mumaps i ®apucesa — YmpeHsa

UMMM CNOBaMM Hac 3anpoLeHO pO3MoyaTM BenuKonocHy MaHApiBRy. BiguuHAlOTbCA ABepi MoKasHHA!
Po3snounHaeTbca Benukuii nict! LLLopoKy Leit yac nocty € 6narofatHUMm, fK A/1A KOXKHOrO 3 Hac 30Kpema, Tak i Ana Halux
POAMH, LIEPKOBHUX CMiJIbHOT, YCiX, AKi 6epemo yyacTb y Uil AyXOBHIK Nofopoxi. BiH € NpuUrotyBaHHAM [0 MabyTHLOrO
WUTTA, A0 CeiTnoro BockpeciHHa. MoKaaHHA 4R Hac Nogeit - Le CBijOMa nepemiHa cepus, po3ymy Ta camoro 3micty
Haworo }utTa. OCb Lo NeXUTb B OCHOBI BennKkoro nocry.

Y UbOMY BEAWKONOCHOMY MajOMHULTBI MU FOTYEMOCA [0 CNaBHOrO MpasHuKa BockpeciHHA Haworo locnoga.
LLLogHA MM BU3HAEMO HEOBXIAHICTb MOKAATUCA, NPOMOBAAIOYN BesMKONocHy MonTBy cBaToro Eppema CupiiicbKoro: “Tak,
Focnoau Lapio, 103B0/Ib MeHi 6aumTh rpixv mMoi i He ocyaxKyBaTu moix bparis i cectep, 60 T 61arocnioBeHHUI Ha BiKK
BiKiB. AMiHb”. MOMIAYNUCD, BUSHAEMO Te, L0 NWLLE YBIMLIOBIUM B «NYCTE/I0 BNACHOTO CepLAY i, po3Bakaloun B CBOIN Ay,
3/jiliCHIOEMO NepLLMii KPOK Ha LWAXY A0 NOKasHHA Ta HabMXKaEMOCA 4,0 NOPOXKHBLOTO rpoby focnoAHLOrO Y AeHb Macxu.

MpoTarom Benukoro MpocTy MW OTPUMYEMO MOMK/MBICTb LUYKATU 3BINbHEHHA Bif TUX peyen, AKi, 3 Haworo
[03BOJIY, 4aCTO HECBiZOMO, TPMMAIOTb HAC Y MOJIOHI, ane BCe-Taku He MaloTb peanbHOi BNaAn Haj HaMu. 3apas, NPoTArom
COpOKa AHiB, nepes Hamu CTOITb 3aBAaHHA No3byBaTUCA HalWMX NPUCTPACTei, HALWOI HaAMIpHOT 3alHATOCTI, ropgocTi,
peBHOLLIB Ta rHiBy. Tenep My BNeBHEHI, WO ABepi NOKasaHHA BiAYMHAIOTLCA Nepes TUMK, XTO CTYKaE.

Mig yac BennKoro nocTy Halla MOAWTBA, MICT i MUNOCTUHA 3[aTHi 3MIHUTU HALUE KUTTA Ta XWUTTA OTOUYIOYMX.
MoKasHHA, O4HaK, HIKONW He CAif, PO3rNAfaTH, AK Halwy AyXOBHY MPaKTUKy, AKa roTye Hac nuwe Ao lpasHuka Macxu.
MOKaAHHA € y LEHTPi HALIOrO AYXOBHOTO XUTTA. MOKaAHHA - Lie Halle NOCTiHE i WOAEeHHE 3MaraHHs.

MM BCTyNaemo Ha wWaax BennKkonocHOro naiomMHULTBA, AK iHAMBIAYaNnbHO, TaK i CMIJIbHO i3 HAWMMK pOAMHaAMK,
LIePKOBHMMM CiJIbHOTamu, pa3om cToimo 6ina ABepeint NOKaAHHA, CTYKAEMO Ta 6naraemo MutTegaBLA BMBECTUM Hac i3
MycTeni Haloro XuTTA Y pagictb byTta 3 borom.

Y Uit NoJopOXi, BiAKPMBLUM OYi Ta 3BIILHMBLUM CEPLA Bif, YCbOTO, WO Hac 0BTAXKYE, MM MOXEMO iTv Cnigom 3a
Xpuctom. Mu 3moxKemo nobaunTi B HOBOMY CBIT/Ii Nt0AEN HAaBKONO Hac. MU 3MOXKEMO YBaXKHO BUCIYXaTH notpebytounx,
TUX, XTO MEPEXMBAE NEBHY KUTTEBY KPU3y Y HaWMWX CMiNbHOTaX. Mu 3MOXEMO XWUTU HALWUM XPUCTUAHCBKUM
NOKAMKaHHAM, Wo6 nponosigysatn [Aobpy HosuHy npo Xpucrta, cTatM micioHepamu Ta MICIiHUMM CinbHOTamu, sk €
BiIKPUTUMM Ta FOCTUHHUMM, AK [JiIA CBOIX BipHUX, Tak i AnA iHWMUX. My NOBUHHI NPOABAATU AyX CNYXKIHHA A0 Halux
HaiBauKuMX - bpaTis Ta cectep, maTepis, 6aTbKiB, NnapadiaH Ta BOAHOYAC [0 TUX HE3HAMOMLB, AKWX 3yCTPIYAEMO BnepLue.



Ham cnig nam’aTaTi, WO cepea, Hac € TaKOX i Taki, Wo Bigiiwnu Big LlepkBu yepes pisHOMaHITHI npuunHu, abo He
BiABIAYIOTb XpaM, MOXNMBO TOMY, LLLO iX HIXTO HEe 3anNpoCuB, cKa3aBlum: «[Mpuitau Ta noameucb!» (ls. 1:46)

BenuKkuit nicT - ue 61arocnoBeHHUiA Yac ana ycix Ao6pux NoYMHaHb, Wob KUTU Yy EAHOCTI 3 HALLOIO LLEePKOBHOIO
CMiNbHOTOIO, AAKA CMOBHEHA €BaHre/IbCbKOi PaaocTi Ta 671aro4ecTMBOro KUTTA. Hale AyxoBHe XuTTa byae o3Hakoto boxoi
NPWUCYTHOCTI y CBITi, KOAW MU Yepe3 MONUTBY Ta CAYXKIHHA iHWUM ronocutumemo [obpy HosuHy. Lia BenukonocHa
MaH/piBKa [103BOJIAE HAM TOPKHYTMCA BCIX aCMEKTIB HALLOIO AyXOBHOMO XWUTTA, HALOT LLEPKOBHOT CMi/JIbHOTU Ta Y WMpLLIOMY
3HaYeHHi OXOMJIIE MOBHOTY XPUCTUAHCLKOTO KUTTA. He 6ilimoca papicHO po3noyvaTit Lo AyXOBHY MOA0POX Benukoro
nocty, wob y Benukuit noHeainok CTPacHOrO TUMKHA MW 3MOI/IM 3 OHOBJIEHUM [yXOM Ta WMPUM CEepuem 3acnisatu:
“CiTnuuo TBOIO, Cnace Mili, 6auy npukpalweHy, ane ogexi He maio, wob ao Hei BeiWTK. [ai, CeiTnoaasue, ocaiiHicTb
oAjiHHIo Aywi MOET i cnacu meHe.” Beaukull MoHedinok — CeimunbHuli

Hexaii boz 6nazocnosums Hawy BeaukonocHy maHOpieky 0o cnasHozo lMpasHuka BockpeciHHa Xpucmosozo!
+BucokonpeocsaleHHui bopuc I'yassak
MwuTpononuTt YKkpaiHcbKoi KaTtonmubkoi Lepksu y CLLUA
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