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GREAT FAST PASTORAL OF THE UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC HIERARCHY OF THE U.S.A.

TO OUR CLERGY, HIEROMONKS AND BROTHERS, RELIGIOUS SISTERS, SEMINARIANS AND BELOVED FAITHFUL
“Zacchaeus, come down quickly, for today | must stay at your house.” (Lk. 19:5)

For many of us, on the Sunday when we hear the Gospel reading of the ‘vertically challenged’ tax collector,
Zacchaeus it means one thing for certain: the liturgical season of Great Lent will be upon us before we know it!

The details of his encounter with Jesus are familiar to all of us. Zacchaeus, a sinful and avaricious tax collector,
despised by everyone, hears Jesus passing by. He experiences a sudden desire to see him in the flesh and climbs up a
tree in order to catch sight of him. Jesus notices him perched on a branch and orders him to climb down and take him to
his house where Jesus dines with him. As a result, Zacchaeus undergoes a total conversion from his sinful ways.

In many ways, the story of Zacchaeus mirrors our own personal story because each of us sits, mired in the
morass of our sins and temptations, much like Zacchaeus at his money table. Unfortunately, many people today remain
in this deplorable state for a lifetime, content to be so.

But the story of Zacchaeus demonstrates to us that it does not have to be this way. We are not necessarily
doomed to live out our lives in sin and despair. Jesus Christ came to this earth as man and God, to change the direction
of our lives and to make them better.

Jesus is always seeking us out, always calling us by name, but many times the concerns and comforts of our life
stifle His voice from reaching our ears, much like Zacchaeus, whose short stature prevented him from seeing Jesus
through the crowd of people.

But something wonderful and unexpected happens to Zacchaeus. He suddenly feels a tug of desire at his heart.
He realizes that he must, at all costs, see Jesus for himself, up close. And, leaving his personal dignity at his table, he
makes a spectacle of himself as he clambers, like a child, up a tree and onto an overhanging branch in order catch a
glimpse of Jesus, passing by. And the rest, as they say, is history.

What was this strange desire that suddenly came over him? And, more importantly, can we also experience this
same feeling that would enable us to leave our sins at the side of the road and radically change our lives and devote
them to Jesus, as well? The answer is: yes, we can, but not alone!

Fortunately for us, the Church realizes that we need help in hearing the voice of Jesus, we need help in
experiencing the desire to see Jesus, we need help in climbing the tree of our personal conversion, and we are helpless if
we attempt this with our own limited powers alone. This is why the Church, in her wisdom, offers us the gift of the holy
forty days of Great Lent each year before the celebration of Qur Lord’s Passion and Resurrection, as a divine aid in
attaining personal conversion.




During Great Lent the Church presents us with a sure formula for achieving this goal: prayer, alms-giving and
fasting. During the time of Lent we are encouraged to be more devoted to our prayer life, through private meditation
and by attending the beautiful and unique Lenten services celebrated in our parish churches. We are also encouraged to
pay special attention to our brothers and sisters around us, who may be suffering physical, emotional, or spiritual
distress, and serve them in their needs. And finally we are encouraged to fast, in order to attain humility through the
taming of our physical appetites, our thoughts, our actions and especially our unruly tongue.

Standing on these three tall pillars of Great Lent, we will be able to rise above the crowd just like Zacchaeus
climbing the tree. Like Zacchaeus, nothing will be able to impede our vision, nothing will be able to block our hearing.
Zacchaeus shows us that, when we take the first, sometimes difficult step towards Jesus, He will always quickly hasten
to us, always beckon us, always embrace us, always enter into our homes, always forgive us, always renew us.

Zacchaeus’ journey of conversion climbing up a tree towards a personal encounter with Jesus is a symbol of our
own Lenten journey of conversion towards our own encounter with Our Lord during the time of Great Lent; a journey
towards the moment when we recognize Jesus as Lord and Master of our lives.

For each of us the place of encounter is personal and unique. For Zaccheus, the encounter took place in a very
unlikely place, in the branches of a Sycamore tree. For us it could be when we are immersed in prayer, or when we offer
a helping hand to someone in need, or when we choose to speak good of someone rather than evil, or at some other
time and place when we least expect it.

Our sincere prayer is that each of us, during this blessed time of Great Lent, may experience an encounter with
Jesus and a personal conversion in Him so that we, along with Zacchaeus, would hear the voice of Jesus saying to us:
“Today salvation has come to this house”. (Lk. 19:9)
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NACTUPCbKE NOC/IAHHS IEPAPXIB YKPATHCbKOT KATONULIbKOI LLEPKBU B
CMONYYEHUX LUTATAX AMEPUKU HA BEIMKWMA NICT

BCEYECHILLOMY AYXOBEHCTBY, MPENOAOEHOMY MOHALLECTBY, CEMIHAPUCTAM, HALLMM 4OPOTMM BIPHUM
“3oxxeto, NpUMsMoM 31i3al, 60 5 cbo2o0HI marw 6ymu e meoim domi”. (JIk. 19,5)

Y Hefjinwo, KoNu MU YYEMO YMTaHHA EBaHrenia Npo MuTapa 3akxesn, AKKI OYB HU3bKOrO pocTy, Ana 6araTbox 3 Hac
Le 03HaYag, Wo HabuxKaeTbea Yac Bennkoro nocry.

Ham no6pe BifoMO Npo yci MOMEHTU WOro 3ycTpiui 3 Icycom. 3akxeid, Byayuu rpiluiHum i xaaibHum noaatkisLem,
3HeBaXKaHWM yciMma, Nouys, Wo Icyc Mmas npoxoauTk nopyd. Bid Biguysae pantose baxaHHa nobaumtu ioro $ismuHo i3
Li€lo METOoIo NifiMaeTbca Ha [epeBo. ICcyC 3ayBarkye, 1O BiH CUAIB Ha Fiui i Kaxe MoMy CYCTUTMCA BHU3 i NPUIAHATY
MOro 8 cBOEMy A0Mi, e BiH 3 HUM 0biaae. B pe3ynbTaTi, 3aKxei NOBHICTIO HABEPTAETLCA i3 CBOMD MPIXOBHOID LUAAXY.

Benukolo mipoto ictopisa 3akxea BigoOpa)kae Hally BiacHy 0COBUCTY MMUTTEBY ICTOPIIO HABEPHEHHA, TOMY WO
KOMEH 3 Hac CUAMTDb, 3arpy3HyBLumn y 6pyai HaWwwX rpixiB i CNOKYC, Tak camo, AK 3aKxell 3a CTOA0M 3 rpowamu. Ha xanb,
CbOTOAHI Harato N0Aei NPOTArOM YCbOr0 CBOMO KMTTA 3a/IMLLAIOTLCA B LibOMY Ma/IOTiAHOMY CTaHi, AKMIA CTaE 3MiCTOM
TXHBOTO XUTTA.

OpaHak, icTopis 3aKkxen 4eMOHCTPYE HaMm, WO TaK He NOBUHHO ByTW. MU He NOBUHHI NPOXUTY HaLLe XKUTTA B rpici
Ta y Biguai. lcyc XpucToc NpuidLLIOB Ha L0 3eM/1I0, AK NoguHa i bor, 1wob 3miHMTM HanpAMOK HaLIOro XWUTTA, i 3pobuTy
NOro Kpawmm.

Icyc 3aBKAam LUYKAE HAC, KAMYe Hac No imeHi, ane barato pasis TypboTn i KOMDOPT HALLOTO XUTTA NPUIIYLILYIOTL
Moro ronoc, AkMiA Ham BaKKO NovyTH, NOAIBHO 40 3akxes, AKWMIA yepes CBild HWM3LKMI PicT He 3mir nobauuTy Icyca yepes
HaTOBRM NOAEN.

MpoTe, WOCh AMBOBWMKHE | HECMIOAiBAHE TPANAAETLCA i3 HUM. BiH panTom BigvyBae B CBOEMY cepui BaxaHHs
3MiHUTUCA. BiH po3yMmie, WO BiH MOBWMHEH, 3@ BCAKY LiHY, nobauntk Icyca 6avude. |, 3abysm npo csok ocobucty
rigHicTb, BiH BUCTaBAAE cebe Ha NOCMIX, BUAI3LWIM, AK AUTUHA, Ha F/IKY AepeBa, Wwob Ha oaHy MuTb nobaunty Icyca, Akuit
NPOXoAMe Nopyy. Ycim Ham BigoMUM € NPOJOBHKEHHA LIEI ICTOPII.

Lo * ue 6yno 3a guBHe DarKaHHA, AKe PanTOBO BUHWKHYIO Y HbOIO Ta YU MU MOXEMO TAKOXK NEPEHKUTH
noAibHe NouyTTa, AKe CMOHYKaNo 6 Hac 3aMILMTK Hawi rPiXuM, AOKOPIHHO 3MIHUTK Hale WUTTA | NPUCBATUTK MOTO AnA
Icyca? Bignosigb: Tak, M1 MOXeMO, a/ie He NOOAMHL!

Ha wacta ana Hac, Llepksa posymie, wo Ham notpibHa gonomora, wob nouytu ronoc lcyca, Ham notpibHa
Aonomora y npardeHdi nobauutu Icyca, MigHATMCA Ha BMCOTY HALIOrO OCOBMCTOrO HaBEpHEHHA, | Te, WO MU €
6e3nopagHi, AKWO MU cnpobyemo pobuTH Lie CamOoCTIMHO 3 HaWMMK BAacHUMK obmexenHamu. Ocb yomy Liepksa, B
CBOI My[poOCTi, MPOMOHYE HaM KOXHOFO POKY Aap CBATOrO COPOKafeHHOro Benukoro nocty nepef CBATKYBaHHAM
Crpacteit FocnofHix i BockpeciHHA, ak 60xecTBeHHY A0NOMOrY B JOCATHEHHI 0COBUCTOrO HaBepHEHHA.




Mig uac Benurkoro nocty Liepksa gae Ham UiTKe NpaBMIO O/1A AOCATHEHHA L€l MeTU: MOIUTBA, MUAOCTUHA i NICT.
Mig yac Benukoro Mocty, LlepkBa 3a00X04ye HAac [0 PEBHOTO MOJIMTOBHOFO MTTA, Yepes NpUBaTHi pPO3BaXKaHHA Ta
Y4acTb Y NPeKpacHWx Ta yHikanbHUX Borocay:keHHax Benukoro MNocTy, AKi cny:Katbea y Hawmx napadianbHUX LepkBax.
Mu Tako MOBWMHHI 3BepHYTM 0coBAMBY yBary Ha Hawwux 6paTiB i cectep JOBKONO HAc, AKi CTpaxaaloTb i3UyHO,
emouiitHo abo AyXOBHO i NOCAYKMTKM M B iXHix noTpebax. |, HapeLwwTi, Hac 3aKNMKaloTb A0 NOCTy Ana Toro, Wwob aocarti
CMMpeHHA Yepes npubopKaHHa Hawwmnx ¢isnyHmx BaxKaHb, AyMOK, HaWKx AilA | 0cO6MBO HALIOTO HECAYXHAHOIO A3MKA.

CToAYM Ha UMX TPbOX BUCOKMX CTOBMax Benukoro MocTy, My 3MOXKEMO MiAHATACA Haj, HAaToOBNOM NoAibHo Ao
3akxes, BUIMILOBILKM Ha AepeBo. MoAaibHO A0 3akxes, HILO HEe 3MOXKe NepeLKoAUTA HallomMy BadyeHHIo, HIlo He 3MOoXe
610KYBaTH HaL CAYX. 3aKXel NoKasye HaMm, Lo, KOMW MU 34IMCHIOEMO NEPLLWIA, IHOA] BaXKKUI KPOK Ha 3ycTpiv lcycosi, To
BiH wBMAKO npuiAae oo Hac, obiime Hac, yBilAe B HAW Aim, NPOCTUTL Ta OHOBUTL Hac.

Jopora HaBepHEeHHA 3aKxen Yepes CXOMAXKEHHA Ha fepeBo Ana ocobucToi 3yCTpivi 3 Icycom € CUMBOIOM HALLOTO
BAACHOrO HaBepHEeHHA Mig, 4ac BennKonocHOT MaHAPIBKY, AKOK MM HabaAuKaemMoca A0 MOMEHTY BU3HaHHA Icyca
Focnogom i BuMtenem Halloro MuUTTA.

1A KOXHOro 3 Hac ue micue 3ycTpivi € ocobuctum i yHikanbHUM. Jna 3akxea, 3yCTpiu NpoxXoAuna He B HagTo
BignoBigHOMY MicL, Ha rinkax gepesa. [na HAc LA 3yCTPiY MOXKe MaTu Micue nig yac monutsem, abo nig vac gonomoru
notpebytounm, abo Togi, Koau Mu Bubupaemo, 1wob rosoputi fobpe npo iHWKX, a He 3/1e, abo B iHWOMY Yaci uu micwj,
KOW MU HaliMEHLLE LibOTo OYiKYEMO.

Hawa wypa monuTBa € 3a Te, Wwob KOXKeH 3 Hac, B Lelt 6narocnoBeHHM Yac BenmKoro nocry, smir nepexkuTy i
3ycTpiTMCA 3 Icycom Ta 0cobUCTO HaBepHyTUCA A0 HbOoro Tak, wob mu pasom 3 3aKXeeM NMouyaW ronoc lcyca, AKUIA Kaxe
Ham: "Cb0200Hi Ha yeli dim 3iliwno cnaciHHa". (Ik 19: 9).
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